[Adenoid cystic carcinoma of the head and neck: a clinical review of 29 cases].
Pathological data and the outcomes of 29 patients with adenoid cystic carcinoma of the head and neck treated between 1975 and 1990 were reviewed. Patients consisted of 21 females and 8 males, with a median age of 59 years. The overall 5-year and 10-year survival rates determined by Kaplan-Meier analysis were 84.2% and 52.9%, respectively. Patients in whom pathological data indicated a frequent solid pattern of carcinoma had high incidences of metastasis and poor prognoses. The effectiveness of local control was found to have no relation to the pathological data of the tumor, but rather depended upon whether anatomical limitations restricted complete resection of the tumor. All 7 patients who had cervical lymph node metastasis underwent neck dissection, which was useful in controlling metastatic spread. Distant metastases were present in 6 patients, and the lung was the most frequent site of metastasis.